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in connection with this event. His
testimony runs thus: "The great day
of the Lord is near, it is near, and
haste.th greatly, even the voice of the
day of the Lord: the mighty man shall
cry there bitterly. That day is a day
of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness. . . . Neither their silver nor their
gold shall be able to deliver them in
the day of the Lord's wrath; but the
whole land shall be devoured by the
fire of His jealousy: for he shall make
even a speedy riddance of all them
that dwell in the land" (Zeph. 1:14-18).
Malachi adds his voice to the chorus

of witnesses: "Then they that feared
the Lord spake often one to another:
and the Lord hearkened, and heard
it, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that
feared the Lord, and that thought
upon his name. And they shall be
mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that
day when I make up my jewels; and
I will spare them, as a man spareth
his own son that serveth him" (Mal.
3:16, 17).
"For, behold, the day cometh, that
shall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that
cometh shall burn them up, saith the
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them

n ither root nor branch" (chap. 4:1).
Thus has God foretold by His
ophets the finishing of the contro✓ rsy of Zion. Thus has He forearned of the approach of that great
d y which bears at once the double
f eight of vengeance and mercy—
✓ ngeance and destruction to His
f es, mercy to all His people.
Just how soon the mystery of God
s all be finished, we do not know.
But that it shall be soon none can
doubt. For in the good and appointed
tnne of Him who is not slack concerning His promises nor forgetful of His
t lireatenings, all that the prophets
h ye spoken will be fulfilled.
[End of Series]
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NE day a student came to my
study in the Seminary. As we
talked about the cause that
we cherish and to which we have
dedicated our lives, we drifted quite
naturally into comparing our ideas
of God.
"Tell me," I said to the student,
"when you pray, who is that personal
God of yours in whom you trust?
Who is He with whom you converse
in the silence of your heart and to
whose voice you listen?"
The young man hesitated awhile,
as we all do when faced with a subject that is so vitally part of us, that
is so easy to define yet so difficult to
grasp. Then he said, "God is personal.
I think of Him as a man in whose
image we are made. But in all things
He is greater and stronger. His countenance is unspeakably loving, although no man could stand in His
sight. While we may think of God
as Father, yet He is eternally young."
Then he added, "At least, that is
what I used to think. But, of course,
I know that He is in reality unfathomable."
We agreed that our personal concept of God grows with the growth
of our thinking and experience. "As
a child, you thought as I did, that
God was the venerable Father with
a white beard," I said.
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"That's right," he replied, "but as
I reflect, study, and experience in my
private life the goodness of my heavenly Father, God grows." And he told
me about the environment of his family where God was respected and
where prayers were offered in confidence and faith.
"Fortunate you were to have had
parents who believed in God and did
what was right.' "
Obviously, it is not God who
changes. God is ever the same. But
man changes. In growing, he develops
a more mature, a more accurate, idea
of God. We have been admonished
in Holy Writ that things spiritual
must be spiritually discerned. And
since God is Spirit, we can conceive
Him only in a spiritual way. In fact,
the only way to worship God is to
worship Him in spirit and in truth.
God as Father
The student then said, "It seems
to me that the central idea, when I
talk to God, is to think of Him as
Father."
"Indeed, when we pray to Him we
have been urged by Jesus to say, 'Our
Father.' Theology—the science of God
—is very limited, hesitant, and im-

perfect, and will always grope for a
definition of God. There is possibly
o final description of our heavenly
ather. Yet, the constant reference to
od as Father is our best way of und rstanding Him. But then, what is a
f ther like?"
"That seems a rather obvious quest on."
"But," I persisted, "do you realize
at in our age, in this country, the
ord father means something quite
ifferent from what it meant in Jesus'
t me? The Old Testament father was
t e patriarch who presided over all
t e branches and members of his fami y. He was, by virtue of his paternity,
t e judge, priest, and provider. He
ad power of life and death, and he
11.
as the symbol of justice, as well as
of love. His word was law. Therefore,
iil the past, a father's word was synonymous with law.
"Today this absolute respect for the
f ther's word has to a large extent
isappeared. In fact, our world is in
n obvious crisis of authority. Respect
r authority is the basis of order,
nd the lack of it leads to disorder.
he idea, then, that love and justice
re traits of a merciful Father is somet I mes difficult to understand. We be1 eve, nevertheless, the Word when
e~yye read: 'Whom the Lord loveth he
c asteneth.'
REVIEW AND HERALD, May 28, 1964

"But we, no matter how old we
are, have some difficulty in understanding this. God is 'the Word' that
was in the beginning and which called
into being the universe. The orderly
laws of nature could come only from
our God. Creation does not merely
happen, as materialistic philosophy
wants us to believe. The Father had
a purpose. When God speaks, something happens. In the Old, as well as
the New Testament, we perceive a
purpose. There is a grand design for
the entire universe. We do not know
the entire scope of God's blueprint,
but the Christian does not doubt that
there is such a plan."
"How is it, then, that there are so
many atheists in the world?"
"Well," I began, "some people say
that actually there are few atheists.
Materialistic atheism, which has its
roots in Greek philosophy, is very
prevalent today, especially in the
Marxist philosophy. An atheist is one
who sees no divine purpose in life,
and who has no belief in an afterlife,
because he does not believe that God
exists. The atheist is the materialist
who rejects all divine intervention in
the process of creation and who advocates, like the Roman philosopher
Lucretius, that the world came into
existence by sheer hazard. It just 'happened' when the atoms fell like drops
that some of them, falling slightly off
their course, came in contact with
other falling drops, and thus the
worlds were formed. The atheistic
tendencies in the world, especially
the ideas of transformism in the
eighteenth century and the evolutionary theories of the nineteenth
(which coincided with modernism and
higher criticism) have endeavored to
show that at least the physical aspect
of the universe is not due to God; to
them there is no spiritual aspect to
life. As Clarence Darrow used to say,
'Life has no meaning, no purpose.'
But to the Christian, life has meaning. It has purpose. 'To live is
Christ.' "
"Is it possible to be a real atheist?"
"There are some who declare themselves atheists," I said, "when actually
they simply do not agree with the
Christian definition and idea of God.
Deists, such as the infidel Voltaire,
believe in a God who created the
original cell of life. ('If God did not
exist, we would have to create Him,'
he said.) Voltaire was not an atheist
as were some of his contemporaries,
for he believed that there was a Creator. Yet the deist rejects inspiration
and the belief that God 'reveals' Himself. For that reason, the deist refuses
to accept any relationship between
Creator and creature; he discards the
church, the Bible, and a Saviour.
Since he discards faith, he is an inREVIEW AND HERALD, May 28, 1964

fidel (one without faith). The deist
does not, cannot, know by experience
what it means to trust in God, the
Father."
Tertullian in the second century
put faith at the beginning of Christian endeavor:
"By whom has truth ever been dis-

covered without God? By whom has
God ever been found without Christ?
By whom has Christ ever been explored without the Holy Spirit? By
whom has the Holy Spirit ever been
attained without the mysterious gift
of faith?" To know God we must have
faith.
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i week we discussed briefly the
IAST

art of spending money. This
week we'd like to talk about saving.
Does the very idea of saving money
make you feel somewhat rebellious and
negative? I've found that it has this effect on many young people, probably
because they have a panicky sensation
that even if they spend every cent they
can't possibly encompass all their
needs. And when you need ( sometimes
spelled w-a-n-t) so many things, isn't
it rather foolish to put even one dollar into a savings account?
Well, there's a funny (peculiar)
thing about money. Your wants/needs
always expand to match the money
available to you. Perhaps I should
call that Wood's Law of Economics.
You tell yourself that "next year" when
you don't need a new coat or a new
car you'll start a savings account; yes,
sir, you'll put a great big chunk of
money in the bank right at the beginning and watch it grow!
But soon "next year" is "this year,"
and you do have a little more money;
and after all, you owe it to yourself to
buy clothes that are more expensive,
and a car that's more luxurious than
you first planned. Savings account?
Certainly--next year when you have
more money!
We can conclude, I believe, that
saving money requires both self-discipline and effort. Oh, I know there
are a few unique souls to whose palms
money adheres like glue. To them the
idea of spending a penny is positively
repugnant. I don't especially admire
them, because that sort of "saving"
can get to be a real mania, a disease. The people I'm discussing are
the everyday I-really-must-start-a-savings-account type like you and me. And
I'm trying to make the point that
there's no time like the present. You
just have. to kiss that planned new
hat good-by regretfully and figuratively; those new golf clubs will have
to belong to some other lucky sportsman. There simply isn't any other way.
Saving is like dieting. The starting is

the hardest. Once you begin to see results you feel exhilarated.
Having a definite goal in mind has
always been a help to me. This means
that saving money will probably be
a short-term project; then I begin again
with a new goal in mind. I'll admit
that this isn't saving in its "purest"
form, if I may use that term. The most
advanced type of saving goes on and
on, for a very distant goal, but I haven't
reached that kind of financial maturity
yet!
Another aid to the self-discipline
necessary for saving is the realization
that a new hat this season can't compare in value with, say, a tour of
Europe with a student group from
your school. I'm not implying that
one hat will make the difference—it's
the philosophy behind the nonpurchase
that makes the difference. We said
last week that endless and aimless buying leaves you restless and unsatisfied
anyway. Goal-directed behavior, on
the other hand, makes you feel purposeful, relaxed, adequate. You're not
just a leaf at the mercy of the wind
of your whims; you're a well-rooted
tree. You've sorted out values and have
them properly categorized.
I shan't belabor the point as to why
saving is an essential economic concept. You know by now that education
must be gotten—it's expensive. Emergencies arise—they must be coped with.
Illness comes—medical care must be
paid for. Great opportunities open up
—money must be available to take
advantage of them.
In case your self-control isn't quite
perfect yet (is anyone's?) I'd suggest
getting that five-dollar bill out of your
dresser drawer and into a bank. You're
not so likely to backslide when there's
the bank to get to and a withdrawal
slip to make out.
Others save—you can too!
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